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ships, the City of New York, the Eleanor Boiling, and a
whaler, the C. A. Larsen, and with these vessels fully
laden with stores, petrol, three aeroplanes, and every-
thing necessary to support life in the frozen South, the
expedition left America in the latter half of 1928, and
in due course arrived off the Great Ice Barrier on
Christmas Day.

This ice barrier is a colossal mass of floating ice which
juts out from the body of the Southern Continent far
into the Antarctic Ocean, and on its seaward side, it
presents high ice cliffs to the beholder. It was upon this
great ice sheet that the explorers were going to spend
the winter, but as immense masses of ice are continually
snapping off the Barrier and floating away, it was unsafe
to make the camp close to the sea, and finally a spot
over seven miles inland was selected for the base of the
expedition.

In the midst of that desolate waste of ice, huts were
erected, forming a small village, to which the name of
Little America was given, and to this village food, fuel,
clothing, and everything that could possibly be needed
by the explorers had to be dragged on sledges over the
ice. Tlie three aeroplanes were landed, and while the
summer lasted a good deal of preliminary flying and
aerial surveying was done, in the course of which one
of the planes crashed in a blizzard, fortunately without
injury to her crew. This disaster warned Byrd that the
flying season was at an end, so the remaining planes
were stowed away in huts built of blocks of ice, and the
explorers settled down to pass the long, southern winter.

There was plenty to occupy their time, however.